
Black Moshannon State Park has been selected as the 2026 park of the year.  Black Moshannon
State Park brings people together while making nature, history, and its extraordinary bog ecosystem

welcoming and accessible to all.

Black Moshannon State Park Trail Crew: Building Community, One Trail at a Time

For the past four years, the Black Moshannon State Park Trail Crew has been dedicated to maintaining over 
20 miles of trails, helping keep the park safe, accessible, and enjoyable for all visitors.

Volunteers gather for a scheduled workday one Saturday each month from
April through October. Their efforts include trimming grass and brush,
clearing tree limbs, installing anti-slip mesh on wet boardwalk areas,
repairing and replacing sections of boardwalk, and even building and placing
benches along the trails.

With support from the Friends Group, as well as a grant provided by the
Happy Valley Adventure Bureau, the Trail Crew has been able to purchase
essential tools to expand and improve their work.

The Trail Crew is always looking for new volunteers—no experience is
needed, just a willingness to help and enjoy the outdoors. Join us and be part
of a team making a real difference in our park! For more information, please
contact the Black Moshannon State Park office.

The Spotted Salamander

The spotted salamander is a type of mole salamander.  It 
is one of Pennsylvania's larger salamanders, reaching 
lengths of 9 inches.  They have two rows of yellow spots 
that extend the length of their black body.
This salamander is rarely seen.  It emerges at night to hunt
for food, which includes worms, insects, slugs, and 
spiders.  During the day, the spotted salamander hides 
under rocks, leaf litter, and fallen trees.
We normally only see spotted salamanders at Black 
Moshannon State Park during the spring mating season, 
which is usually mid-March to early April.  During this time, 
the salamanders will travel far distances to find a suitable 

seasonal pool.  Once the eggs are in the seasonal pool, they take anywhere from thirty to sixty days to 
reach their larval stage.  They are fully equipped for living underwater with gills for breathing and will feed on
aquatic invertebrates and algae.  After two to three months, the spotted salamanders merge as adults.
Check your window wells and any stairs that may lead to a basement.  As the spotted salamander heads to 
their seasonal pool, they sometimes get stuck.  Early March to mid-April is the best times to check for them 
(especially after a rain).
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Friends of Black Moshannon State 
Park

The Friends of Black Moshannon 
State Park (FoBM) is a chapter of 
the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests
Foundation (PPFF). PPFF is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Contributions to PPFF are tax 
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Did you know?

• The spotted salamander spends winter in other animals' 
borrows to keep warm.  They can also produce glucose to 
protect themselves throughout winter.

• Spotted salamanders can live to be twenty to thirty years old.

• You can tell the difference between the male and female 
spotted salamanders during their breeding season.

• These salamanders have glands on their backs and tails 
which produce a milky substance to deter predators.

• Spotted salamanders can regenerate missing body parts.

Art in the Park

The Friends of Black Moshannon will be
hosting the second annual Art in the 
Park event on May 30th. It will be a 
hands-on class, 8 am to 12 pm, on 
creating a nature inspired painting of a 
park scene. The instructors are from the
Outdoor Art group of the Osher Life 
Long Learning Institute at Penn State 
(OLLI).

Each participant will create a work using
either canvas or paper (your choice) 
and acrylic paints. No prior art 
experience necessary⎯first time artists 
are welcome!

The event will be limited to 15 
participants and preregistration is 
required. Cost is $15 for materials. An 
email with final details will be sent the 
week of the event to everyone who is 
registered.

Sign up at:  h  ttps://bit.ly/4rqJvfY

2026 Special Events

April 18 – Earth Day July 18 – Lumber Legacy Day

May 9 – Women in the Wilds August 15 – Beach Party

May 30 – Art in the Park September 19 – Public Lands Day

June 20 – PA Wilds Child October 3 – Haunted Lake Loop Trail

Please watch the Black Moshannon State Park Facebook page for the most up-to-date information about these events.  Email
blackmoshannonee@pa.gov or phone 814-342-5960

http://friendsofblackmo.org/
https://bit.ly/4rqJvfY
https://bit.ly/4rqJvfY
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofblackmo
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofblackmo
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Park Manager Note

First and foremost, I am very excited to see this newsletter come to fruition. My utmost appreciation to all 
who contributed to this first issue!

As the winter season comes to an end, it is a great time to reflect on all the great things that happened over 
the past few months. As it relates to staffing, we are now fully staffed heading into the spring after a few 
turnovers in staffing. DCNR Ranger Baney started in December, filling the position of DCNR Ranger 
Johnson. Officer Baney comes to us from Sinnemahoning State Park, where DCNR Ranger Gallo then filled
his position accordingly. We then filled that position with DCNR Ranger Perry from Bald Eagle State Park. 
In addition to the ranger hirings, we had a Park Maintenance Worker retire, so we filled that position as well.
We also have hired our two summer interns for the upcoming season!

As you all may have noticed, we had a great winter season in terms of weather! The lake froze over in early
December and lasted until the first week of March. In addition, we had over 35 inches of snow. All of which 
kept us busy in the park office with our winter loaner program which consists of ice skates, cross country 
skis, snowshoes, ice fishing gear, and a couple sleds! In January the Fun in the Snow event was held with 
approximately 9 inches of ice! The day of the event was brutally cold with temperatures starting in the 
negatives. However, that did not stop the winter fun! There were over 400 participants bearing the cold 
temperatures, taking part in all the amazing activities including curling, ice bowling, ice mini golf, skating, 
etc. 

For the Maintenance side of things, the winter has gone well. We had a few furnace issues arise with the 
cold weather and a rebuild for one of the lift station pumps. The crew was able to make some improvements
in the park office, vehicles, signage, etc. In addition, we added two kayak racks to our mooring from a 
donation of the supplies as part of a memorial project. 

We are looking forward to having a wonderful year with plenty of great events and projects. We are 
planning to host the normal events, Women in the Wilds, PA Wilds Child, Lumber Legacy Day, Summer 
Beach Party, and Haunted Lake Loop. We will have the Pennsylvania Outdoor Corps for 10 weeks doing 
various projects which include amphitheater rehab (Decking/Lighting), sewage treatment plant repairs, ADA
picnic area at the fishing pier, and a native tree planting of white and red pines. The maintenance staff also 
are planning to replace some of the fencing, upgrading the modern cabin lighting, replacing ranges in the 
rustic cabins, increasing storage capacities, installation of the bike repair station (purchased by the Friends 
of Black Moshannon) and much more. The Trail Crew will pick back up with monthly trail crew days starting 
on Earth Day and going until November! 

From all of us at Black Moshannon State Park, we thank you for your support, dedication, and most of all, 
your time. We are grateful and thankful that we have such a wonderful group of volunteers. We are looking 
forward to another productive and safe year.

Sincerely,
Mathias Weinzen, Park Manager

Interested in helping out or have a suggestion?

We are always looking for new ideas and would love for you to join us.  

Friends of Black Moshannon State Park meetings are held at 6pm at the park April 8, May 
13, June 10, July 8, September 9, and October 14 (Subject to change)

We need your help!

Volunteers are needed for Lumber Legacy Day on July 18th.                                          
Email blackmoshannonee@pa.gov or phone 814-342-5960 for more information.


